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WILLIAM C. HARP 
GOLDEN EAGLE, ESTER 


(The Alaska Citizen, June 16, 1910). 
George Rogers, the former proprietor of the Golden Eagle saloon at Ester, has moved his 
outfit down to Iditarod, where he will open a new saloon. 


(The Alaska Citizen, Oct. 16, 1911). 

W.C. Harp has just purchased the Golden Eagle ho- 
tel. Harp has been located on Ester for the past five 
years. It is his intention to build an addition to the 
hotel building and have it thoroughly renovated. 


Ed. Note: Harp was a miner on Ester Creek for the past five years. 


(The Alaska Citizen, Oct. 30, 1911). 
On Monday W.C. Harp was given a liquor license for the Golden Eagle roadhouse at Ester. 


| (The Alaska Citizen, Janu- 
Bill of Sale - Dec. 12, 1911. 
J.H. Rogers to W.C. Harp. 
stables, etc. on 2 below Es- 
O e ter creek. 
Ed. Note: Rogers went on to 
Ester City open a similarly named sa- 


sess ld ae fs ary 15, 1912). 
qeeeeA 4 eet | $800. The Golden Eagle 
loon in Iditarod. 


PAR AND C.NING-ROOM IN 


CONNECTION (The Alaska Citizen, Janu- 
ary 22, 1912) 
WM. C. HARP . - - Prop. A dance arranged by the 


good people of Ester was 
much enjoyed on Saturday 
night. The supper was pro- 
vided by Mine Host Bill 
Harp of the Golden Eagle, and everyone reports having had a fine time. 


The Alaska Citizen, June 3, 1912 


(The Alaska Citizen, June 3, 1912) 

On Ready Bullion creek, in the center of Ester hill, William Barker and Roy McQueen are 
prospecting a property in which William Harp is also interested but is doing no actual work. 
The men are down 60 feet in a shaft which has been timbered to a depth of 35 feet. 


(The Alaska Citizen, July 15, 1912) 

SHAFT CAVES IN: 

William Harp, Roy McQueen and William Barker lost their 80 foot shaft on the Cotton 
Blossom quartz claim at the head of Ready Bullion creek Thursday when the timbers, sup- 
posedly loosened by the earth quake gave way and the shaft caved in. 


continued on page 33 


EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


This month we have a murder mystery. I found the 
newspaper accounts fascinating. Even more so is 
what is not said. This appears to be one of the un- 
solved murders in early Fairbanks. My money was 
on the husband, but he was in Ruby at the time. A 
pretty good alibi. Read the first paragraph on page 
37 carefully. Then read it again. If you are a collec- 
tor, this is the stuff dreams are made of! 


eBay was relatively quiet this month, with only a 
couple of interesting pieces. An unlisted variety of 
the Nome Board of Trade 12%¢ sold for $1,150. 
Cordova Windsor Hotel brought reasonable price 
($338.50). I think the Egegik Nakat Packing $5 was 
the bargain of the month at only $169.16. 


Ona very sad note, I must report the passing of Candy 
Waugaman on March 12. The impact that Candy 
had on the community cannot be exaggerated. Thou- 
sands of dollars were raised for charity at her annual 
Alaskana garage sales. She would come in almost 
every week to have us appraise something for “the 
Catholics” (for their HIPOW auction). 


Beyond the financial impact, Candy was willing to 
share items from her extensive collection. Writing a 
book on anything Alaska, and need a photo? Ask 
Candy. She has photo credits in many recent Alaska 
books. Our readers have been enriched by her gen- 
erosity in providing many items for illustrations over 
our 40 years. 


She will be greatly missed. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, DD Club, 12’4¢, B-15all 19.990B 
Cleary, Willis & Welch, 25¢, B-5a 28.78 
Cordova, Model Disp., 12’2¢, B-26a holed 66.00 
Cordova, Windsor Hotel, 12'’2¢, B-41c 338.33 
Douglas, Island Saloon, 6’4¢, B-24a 960.00 
Egegik, Nakat Packing, $5, B-1f 169.16 
Fairbanks, Friss’ Coffee House, punch card 92.00 


Fairbanks, Tivoli Cafe, $10 and $20 punch cards 68.89 


Fairbanks, Tivoli Cafe, $10 punch card 48.89 
Fairbanks/Ladd AFB, AK Coach., B-T1b 9.990B 
Hoonah, Icy Straits Salmon, 10¢, B-2a 34.33 
Hoonah, Icy Straits Salmon, 25¢, B-2b 31.00 
Hoonah, Icy Straits Salmon, 50¢, b-2d 34.33 
Juneau, Juneau Trans., one fare, B-T4a 12.50 
Ketchikan, Northern Bus, B-T4d 13.07 
Long, Willis, 25¢, B-2a 27.89 
Nome, B of T, 12'2¢, B-8 unl., see FTR 1,150.00 
Nome, Sam Dannenbaum, no denom. B-18a 303.30 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 83.50 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 66.03 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c, NGC Unc scr. 139.950B 
Palmer, ARRC, 25¢, B-1d 162.00 
Palmer, ARRC, $1, B-1f, PCGS-62 212.50 
Petersburg, PC&N Pkg., 10¢, B-8a, plus 

Fairbanks, Idle Hour 5¢, B-27a 440.00 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8blII 16.50 
Skagway, Idaho Saloon, 12'2¢, B-14b 23.28 
Skagway, Idaho Saloon, 25¢, B-14c 23.27 
Skagway, McCreedy & Elliott, 5¢, B-16a 20.000B 
Skagway, Mascot Saloon, 12'4¢, B-17c 25.00 
Soldotna, Wye Taxi, 10¢, B-T3a 26.00 
Tin City, NCO Club, $1, B-1dII, damaged. 13.31 
Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, 12'2¢, B-4a 24.990B 
Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, 12'4¢, B-4a 21.50 
Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, 12'2¢, B-4b 15.50 
Prison-Spring Creek, 5¢ 52.51 
Prison-Spring Creek, 10¢ 26.01 
Prison-Spring Creek, 25¢ 44.33 
Prison-Spring Creek, $1 36.00 
Prison-Palmer C.C., 5¢ 26.00 
Prison-Palmer C.C., 10¢ 8.88 
Prison-Palmer C.C., 25¢ 18.50 
Prison-Wildwood C.C., 25¢ 36.00 
Whitehorse, TDP, 25, 50¢, $1, B-7 abc 23.42 
AYPE, encased cent, round 30.99 
USC&GSS Pathfinder, ship’s token, seepg38 51.00 
FNB of Fairbanks $5, Blue Seal, Plain Back, 

Net Choice Fine, repaired 7,200.00 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS = Did Not 
Sell; FTR= see For the Record. 


HARP & GOLDEN EAGLE, cont. 


(The Alaska Citizen, November 4, 1912) 

Billy Harp has turned teacher. And the funny thing about 
it is this: Billy and the pupil occupy the same chair in 
the school. Between you and myself, I think Billy’s in 
love with his scholar (I mean scholaress). 


Editor’s interpretation: W.C. Harp meets his wife while 
running his hotel/saloon. 


(The Alaska Citizen, November 4, 1912, continued) 
Ellis, the village blacksmith, is now on the forge at Billy 
Harp’s Golden Eagle. Yes, he is casting dice for drinks. 
Ed. note: rolling the dice, double or nothing. 


February 26, 1913! 

Mrs. William C. Harp, of Ester City, leave on stage this 
morning for operation at the Mayo brother’s hospital, 
Rochester, MN, will return in spring. 


April 21, 1914! 
William C. Harp filed voluntary bankruptcy petition, 
represented by attorney John. A. Clark. 


(The Alaska Citizen, June 15, 1914) 
George Herrington has filed an application for a liquor 
license for the Golden Eagle Hotel at Ester City. 


Ed. Note: W.C. Harp has gone back to mining. He owned the Golden Eagle from October 16, 1911 (or 
December 12, 1911) to presumably his bankruptcy in 1914. 


To be played with overwhelming dread - 


And again, but lower. 


THE TOKEN TELLS A TALE 


(The Alaska Citizen, April 8, 1915) 

FOUND MURDERED IN HER CABIN 

Alice Harp, a woman of the underworld, was found in her cabin yesterday murdered by having been struck 
on the head with a rock and then having her throat cut. 


It is believed that the motive of the crime was robbery as the woman was known to have a large sum of 
money in the cabin which together with her jewelry is missing. 


‘Information provided by Pat Dakin, source lost. 
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HARP & GOLDEN EAGLE, cont 


The murdered woman was formerly the wife of William Harp, a miner at Hot Springs, but they have been 
divorced for some time and Mrs. Harp has been a resident of the restricted district since she came to Fairbanks. 


(The Alaska Citizen, April 12, 1915) 
ALICE ASTOR, OF THE UNDERWORLD, FOUND DEAD IN HER CABIN 


Mrs. William C. Harp, known in the underworld as Alice Astor, was murdered in her cabin on Fifth avenue 
sometime early Wednesday morning. The body, which gave evidence of extreme brutality, was found Wednes- 
day afternoon, at about 4 o’clock, by William Young, when he went there to deliver milk. 


This is declared the most cold-blooded murder ever committed in Interior Alaska, and up to the time of this 
writing, the identity of the murderer has not been established, though there are several suspects. 


Dr. Sutherland announced, after he had examined the body, that it had been dead for probably 12 hours. She 
had been seen the night previously after midnight, and thus it seems that the murder was committed at an 
early hour Wednesday morning. 


According to the evidence obtained by the legal authorities, the woman seemed to have first been struck on 
the head with a rock wrapped in a canvas glove, and later her throat was cut. The jewelry on the person of 
the deceased woman was untouched, but the house was ransacked for the evident purpose of finding either 
money or something else that the murderer wanted. Two hand bags which were locked were cut open and 
a trunk had been searched. 


The previous to the finding of the body, Mrs. Harp had exhibited $200 in money in a business house in 
Fairbanks, and this has led some to think that the murderer had previously learned of her having money and 
was after it. Whether he obtained any money is still unknown. 


When found, the women’s body was lying on the floor, and was almost nude. It was evident that she had not 
slept in her bed, as the covers had not been turned back. The glove containing the rock was found on the 
floor, but there was no trace of the knife that must have been used in committing the crime. A basin of water 
near the body indicated that the criminal had washed his hands in it before leaving the place. 


The stone and glove were found not far from the door, and under the washstand. An examination of the 
woman’s head showed that she had been struck by something on the head. 


There were rings on the hands of the dead woman that are estimated to be worth between $500 and $800, but 
those were untouched. A nugget chain on her neck had also been left untouched. It has been suggested that 
the criminal was afraid to take the jewelry, as it might lead to his identification later. If the crime was for 
robbery, he seemed to have only wanted money. 


A strange feature of the affair was the fact that the telephone was muffled, as though to prevent any possibil- 
ity of central hearing what was going on there, though the receiver was still in place when the body was 
found. 


Mrs. Harp was a native of France and was about 35 years of age. Her maiden name was Eugene Russey, but 
her assumed name, when she joined the underworld, was Alice Astor. About three years ago she married 
William C. Harp, who was at the time the proprietor of the Golden Eagle hotel at Ester. They separated 
about a year ago, and Mrs. Harp returned to the underworld and her husband went down the river. It is said 
that he is now at Hot Springs, though others declare he is at Iditarod. 
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HARP & GOLDEN EAGLE, cont 


(The Alaska Citizen, April 12, 1915) 

KEYS BELONGING TO THE MURDERED WOMAN FOUND ON FRONT STREET 

Up until a late hour last night no arrest had been made in the murder case, which has been the all absorbing 
topic of conversation in Fairbanks for the past several days. 


Several men who, it was thought, might throw light on the case have been questioned closely by the offi- 
cials, but so far without results. 


One of the latest developments in the murder case was the finding of the bunch of keys presumed to have 
been stolen from the cabin of Mrs. W.C. Harp, or Alice Astor on the night she was murdered. They were 
found just off the sidewalk in front of the Fraction saloon, on Front street at 8 o’clock in the morning of the 
day that the body was found...by A.J. Day, the city pound master, who took them to the office of one of the 
local dailies, and advertised them. Knowing that Mrs. Harp’s keys were stolen, Chief of Police Wiseman 
followed up the clew offered in the advertisement with the result that the keys were discovered to be the 
property of the murdered woman. 


The finding of the keys enabled the authorities to open the safety deposit box of Mrs. Harp at the office of St. 
George & Cathcart. When opened the box was found to contain $4,120 in $20 gold pieces, $2,195 in 
currency of denominations ranging from $5.00 to $100, and nuggets and gold dust of the approximate value 
of $100. 


William C. Harp, the husband of the murdered woman, is now enroute from Ruby to Fairbanks, according to 
information received here. He has wired here asking that the burial of the body be deferred until his arrival 
here. The paper found in the safety deposit box disclose the fact that the couple was married by Rev. George 
G. Bruse in 1912. 


(The Alaska Citizen, April 19, 1915) 

HARP TO TAKE BODY OF WIFE TO ARKANSAS 

That he will take the body of his wife Outside for burial was the statement of William C. Harp, who reached 
town late yesterday from Ruby. 


“When she went Outside several years ago,” said Mr. Harp, “she went back to visit my people at Malvern, 
Arkansas, and told me on her return that if she died in Alaska, she wanted to be buried back there. And I 
shall respect her wish, for it is the last thing I will be able to do for her, if it takes last dollar I can scrape 
together. She will be buried in the Harp cemetery at Malvern, Arkansas. 


“Concerning the manner of my wife’s death, I have nothing whatever to say, except to the proper authorities. 
I accuse nobody of her murder. You may deny most emphatically that I intend to offer a reward for her 
murderer. 


“During her lifetime she never told me anything concerning her private affairs, nor did I ask it. Nor would 
I do so now if I had the power. I have nothing further to say than that as a man and her husband, I shall honor 
her last wish as to her burial.” 


(The Alaska Citizen, April 26, 1915) 

MRS. HARP’S REMAINS TO GO ON FIRST BOAT 

William C. Harp, the husband of the woman who was murdered two weeks ago made announcement of the 
fact that he will take the remains of his late wife Outside on the first boat leaving Fairbanks. The body will 
be taken to Malvern, Arkansas, for interment. 
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HARP & GOLDEN EAGLE, cont 


A large number of friends of the deceased viewed the remains yesterday afternoon at the undertaking par- 
lors, between 2 and 4 o’clock. 


As far as is known the local authorities are making but little headway in their attempts to catch the murderer 
of Mrs. Harp. 


(Alaska Daily Empire, Juneau, June 28, 1915) 

MURDERED WOMAN’S BODY GOES SOUTH 

The body of Mrs. Eugene Harp, who was murdered in a cabin at Hot Springs, passed through Seattle yester- 
day on the steamship Spokane, accompanied by her husband. The remains were shipped at Fairbanks. No 
motive for the murder of Mrs. Harp was discovered by the authorities in the interior city, although an inquest 
was held. She owned property in Fairbanks, and an estate on the “Outside.” She and Harp had separated 
two years ago, but became reconciled six months ago. 


Ed. note: Some obvious errors, but confirmation that her body got on a boat. 


Lael Morgan, in “Good Time Girls,” says that the autopsy report dated April 9, 1915 states that “the 
murderer had cut the jugular, severed her spinal cord, trachea, and esophagus, and taken cartilage from the 
lower third cervical vertebrae. He also had taken muscular tissue off the fourth and sixth cervical vertebrae, 
and surgically removed the right ovary and tube.” 


Ms. Morgan goes on: “At the time of her death, Alice had been wearing a pink chemise, a pink silk scarf, 
and red silk stockings. There was no sign of struggle, and all her jewelry - a gold comb, gold wristwatch, 
gold bracelet, four diamond rings, diamond earrings, and the gold nugget chain with a cross that she was 
wearing - was left untouched.” 


Obviously, something beyond robbery was going on here. 


Ms. Morgan states “according to a close friend” that in 1913, Mrs. Harp went to London to see “George 
Fairbanks,” her original “pimp.” He robbed her, and she returned to Fairbanks and separated from her 
husband. George Fairbanks becomes the prime suspect in Ms. Morgan’s opinion, but there is no record in 
The Alaska Citizen of a George Fairbanks (obviously an alias) from 1913 to 1917. 


Mr. Harp states that “several years ago” (prior to her murder), she went to Arkansas. Mr. and Mrs. Harp 
were married in 1912.7 Mrs. Harp left Fairbanks in 1913. It seems likely that she went to the Mayo hospital 
and visited Mr. Harp’s family in Arkansas on the same trip. The speculation of a trip to London seems 
unlikely. They separated some time after her return, perhaps around the time of Mr. Harp’s bankruptcy. 


The newspapers of the day were like today’s Facebook. They reported on who was on which boat, where 
they were going, where they were coming from, and what hotel they were staying at. While The Alaska 
Citizen does not do this to the extent of some other papers, they were pretty good about reporting who was 
visiting from the creeks. But between 1913 and 1915, there is no mention in the Alaska Citizen of Mr. or 
Mrs. Harp being on a boat going Outside. Newspapers along the way (Juneau, Douglas, Cordova, Skagway) 
reported extensively on who was passing through. Mr. or Mrs. Harp is not mentioned as a passenger on any 
boats heading south or north. 


> Pat Dakin’s research with the Bureau of Vital Statistics places their date of marriage as January 8, 1913. 
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HARP & GOLDEN EAGLE, cont. 


Mrs. Harp had a considerable estate. One report the safe deposit box contained $4,120 in $20 gold pieces. 
That’s 206 $20 gold pieces. At .96 troy oz. of gold each, that is about 198 oz. of gold, @ $1300 = $257,400 
in today’s value! There was $2,195 in currency. It is possible that many of these notes were the rare First 
National Bank of Fairbanks notes! It just teases the imagination! 


THE LATER LIFE OF WILLIAM C. HARP 
After William Harp left Fairbanks with his wife’s body, it appears that he did not return to Alaska. 
Pat Dakin states: 


“W.C. Harp wrote to his attorney. He has been ill at his old home, will return to Fairbanks in the spring. This 
would have been the spring of 1916. 


“William C. Harp about 1917 married George Marion McClanahan, I think in Arkansas. They had five 
children, three sons and two daughters. The oldest daughter, Marion Gray Harp, was born in 1919 in 
Hempstead Co., Arkansas. The youngest son, Donald Mack Harp was born in 1929 in Hidalgo Co., Texas, 
and died in 2014. A daughter, Katherine, who died in 2006 was the person I talked with some years ago. 


“William Harp died September 2, 1945 in Hidalgo Co., Texas, but his body was brought back to Arkansas, 
and he was buried next to Eugenie. His second wife died in 1965 and she is buried in Welasco, Hidalgo, 


Texas. 


“By the way, the folks in Malvern, Arkansas think this was a very romantic relationship, especially because 
he was buried with Eugenie.” 


A special thanks goes to Pat Dakin for collaborating on this article. 


Eugenie Harp 
Wife of 
W.C. Harp 

Bretterans, France 

Aug. 14, 1880 

Died 

Fairbanks, Alaska 

April 7, 1915 

Aged 34 Y, 7M 14D 


a} 


FOR THE RECORD 


NOME: Board of Trade, 12'4¢ in trade, about 26mm, 
aluminum. Unlisted from different dies. 


S 
PORTLOCK CITY: Alaska Consolidated Fisher- 
ies, Inc., 5¢ in trade, B-1 unlisted. Aluminum, prob- 
ably 21mm (submitted by J.W. Terrill). 


ANCHORAGE ELKS MULE 


I would have to guess the Anchorage Elks Lodge 
1351 made at least two orders for drink tokens, and a 
mint worker grabbed the wrong die! 
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STEAMER ST. MICHAEL 


From “Outlaw Tales of Alaska,” by John W. Heaton, 
2010. 


“Tt was February 1898, and the government was keen 
to get an active, fearless, and aggressive man such a 
Canton into the Interior to enforce the law and inter- 
ests of both government and business. Shoup knew 
that Canton cared about his work and could be 
counted on to get the job done right. Canton’s steamer 
from Seattle, the Cleveland, did not make St. Michael, 
80 miles east of the mouth of the Yukon, until Sep- 
tember. The season was late and Circle was nearly 
1,000 miles up the Yukon River. Nevertheless, Can- 
ton made his way upriver on a small steamboat called 
the St. Michael. By the time they had made it up to 
Big Minook Creek above Tanana, Canton realized 
that it was time to winter over. They would continue 
to Circle in the spring.” 


I have to believe this is a die sinker’s error. 


US.C.&GS.S. PATHFINDER 


We showed this in the January, 2014 issue where we 
stated that we did not think it was an Alaska token, 
but without further research. Well, here is the fur- 
ther research. 


Below are the dates and locations of service: 


1898 - in transit to Hawaii 

1899 - in Hawaii waters 

1900-1901 - in Alaska waters 

1902 - 1942 - service in and around the Philippines. 


So, in all likelihood, this token, if a geographic loca- 
tion must be attached to it, most likely is the Philip- 
pines. It really is a neat ship service token! 


ALASKA TOKENS 
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AUCTION TO BE HELD IN FAIRBANKS 


APRIL 13, 2019. 
Bids accepted until Noon, April 13 - Auction begins 7:00PM 


By mail: Alaska Rare Coins, 551-B Second Ave., Fairbanks, AK 99701 


By phone: 907-452-6461 By email - akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


ESTIMATE 

Fairbanks Tokens: Brown Derby set of 3; 5¢, 12'4¢ and 25¢, B-10 a,c,d. A scarce set, all XF 

or better. Three tokens. 200.00 
Fairbanks Token: Chisolm & Hall, 12'2¢, B-12a, VF. A scarce token 150.00 
Fairbanks Token: Fairview Hotel Pool Hall, 25¢, B-19b. The Fairview burned down (I don’t have 

the date) and this token is a survivor. It shows the effects of fire and corrosion but all is still 

legible. One of the better survivors from this hoard. 25.00 
Fairbanks Token: L.A. Meyer, 25¢, B-35a. Very dark, this appears to be a survivor of one of 

Fairbanks many fires. 100.00 
Fairbanks Tokens: Pioneer Hotel, 5¢, 10¢ and 25¢, B-45 all, b, andc. A nice set of tokens grading 

VF to AU. Three tokens. Three tokens. 125.00 
Fairbanks Token: D. Ryan, no denomination, B-51la, VG or better. A scarce token with prices 

realized on eBay over $200. 150.00+ 
Flat Tokens: William Kruhm, set of 3; 25¢, 50¢ and $1, B-2 a-c, AU with very light corrosion. 

Based upon the numbers we have seen (not very many), these are scarcer than their catalogue 

value indicates. Three tokens. 200.00 
Ft. Wainwright Haircut Tokens! The first is a plain, bi-facial token (same design on both sides) 

Good For One Haircut, Ft. Wainwright Barber Shops, brass, 39mm with hole as made, B-1a. 

The second is Ft. Wainwright-Eielson AFB bifacial with the Purchase Centennial totem in the 

center and the dates 1867-1967, brass, 37mm. Surprisingly, we don’t see these very often, the 

1967 a bit more common. Both are AU with luster. Two tokens. 50.00 
Ft. Yukon Token: Fort Yukon Hotel, 25¢ in trade, B-4a, XF with very light corrosion. 35.00 
Juneau Tokens: New York Exchange - 5¢ B-53a; 6'’4¢ B-53bII with hole; 10¢ B-53clII. But for the 

hole in the 6'4¢ token, all are fine or better. The hole is typical for these tokens, probably due to 

achange in ownership. Three tokens. 70.00 
Ketchikan Token: Lucky Spot SM &D, 5¢ in trade, B-32a. A scarce token showing some light 

damage (rim nicks, light bend). 50.00 
Kobuk Tokens: Harry Brown, set of 3; 25¢, 50¢ and $1, B-1 a-c. VF or better. Three tokens 40.00 
McCarthy Token: Golden Hotel, 25¢ in trade, B-2b. Well used, about VG 25.00 
Murphy Dome Tokens: Included are: Murphy Dome Gold, 25¢, B-1a, green plastic; Open Mess 

10¢, B-2b, poker chip style; and NCO Open Mess, 25¢, B-3d, pink aluminum. All XF or better. 

Three tokens. 30.00 
Nome Tokens: Polet Stores, set of four fiber tokens - 5¢, 10¢, 50¢ and $1, B-41 b,d,f,i, all uncirculated 

Tony Polet was an early arrival in Nome. Based on the material, these tokens date from about World 

War II, giving Mr. Polet the longevity most Alaska business can only dream of. Four tokens. 50.00 
Port Alexander Tokens: John Jacobsen, 12%¢, B-3a and T.J. Jacobsen $1, B-4b. Both show original 

luster, but have some very minor, light corrosion. Two tokens. 35.00 
Seward Tokens: Northern, 12'’2¢ Native Copper token, B-8b, EF. This is an attractive (and popular) 

token showing Seward harbor before the 1964 earthquake. Also included is a plastic token from 

Stan’s Bar, good for 75¢ in drinks, B-17a. Two tokens. 50.00 
St. Lawrence Island Tokens: Included are 1¢, 5¢ and 10¢ tokens of the Reindeer Commercial Co. 

from Gambell and Savoonga. B-1 a-c for both villages. All VF or better, 6 tokens. 30.00 
Teller Tokens: Teller Commercial Co., set of 4; 5¢, 25¢, 50¢ and $1, B-3 al-d. The lower three values 

are AU+, the $1 VF or better. Four pieces. 40.00 
Tonsina Token: Jake Nafsted, 12'4¢ in trade, B-1a. This is a native copper token still showing 

original luster. 45.00 
Village Tokens: Included are the following: Kivalina Reindeer & Trading Co., 5¢ B-1a; Kobuk 

Harry Brown, 50¢, B-1b; Kotzebue Ferguson Stores 50¢, B-1b; and Kwiguk Alstrom Trading, 

$10, B-1f. All VF or better, the Kotzebue token showing some nicks and dings. 4 tokens. 40.00 
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ALASKA MEDALS ESTIMATE 


275 University of Alaska Museum Medals. During the 1980s, Museum director Basil Hedrick com- 

missioned gold and silver medals struck for the Museum. The first depicted the Woolly Mammoth 

and the second the Riverboat Nenana, both with artwork by Jim Behlke. In conjunction with the 

Nenana medal, Hedrick authored and released “Steamboats on the Chena.” The mammoth medal 

is serial #821 and the Nenana medal is serial #686. Approximately 1,600 and 750 were minted 

respectively with numbering not always done sequentially. Struck with | troy ounce of silver 

each, in original packaging. Two medals. 100.00 
276 State of Alaska Half oz. Silver Medals, 1990. This was only the second year for the State’s medal 

program and the walrus was on the obverse. 11,794 of the one ounce were struck, but only 1,366 

of the half ounce version. We rarely see these fractional issues for any year, especially these early 

years. Four pieces. 100.00+ 
277 State of Alaska 1/10 oz. Gold Medal, 1990. Only 120 of these were struck by Alaska Precious 

Metals before their bankruptcy. The obverse depicts a pair of puffins, the reverse the State seal 

as required by statute. 200.00 
278 Alaska Railroad 1 oz. Silver Medal, 1995. Proof, serial number 1100. The obverse depicts an old 

diesel engine pulling a load of logs. Total mintage this year was only 1,500. Currently, past issues 

are listed on the Alaska Mint’s web site at $120. Original packaging. 100.00+ 
279 State of Alaska Silver Medals, 1996. Includes one each of the following: 1 0z., Y0z., 1/10 oz. and 

1/20 oz. (the first year this size was offered). A popular year with the caribou on the obverse. The 

1 oz. medal is proof with the original case and currently lists at $200 on the Alaska Mint web site. 

Four pieces. 200.00 
280 Iditarod 1 oz. Silver Medal, 1999, Proof, serial number 1835. The authorized mintage this year was 

limited to 3,000. The obverse depicts a dog team with cabin and mountains in the background. The 


reverse shows the Iditarod’s logo. Original packaging. They currently list at... 125.00 
281 Iditarod 1 oz. Silver Medal, 2011, Proof, serial number 223. The obverse this year depicts dogs 
running. They are currently listed at $125. Original packaging. 125.00 


ALASKA COLLECTIBLES 


282 Alaska 10kt Snowmachine Charm. A neat old charm with a vintage 1960s snowmachine. 

Just shy of an inch in length, the total weight is .126 troy ounces (.0525 troy ounces of gold). 

Retail on this today would be about $525. 150.00-175.00 
283 Alaska 10kt Gold Miner Charm. This is one of the heaviest charms we have ever run across. 

Made by J.L. Houston, this gold miner is 1’ inches tall and shows a walking gold miner with 

all his gear on his back including a gold pan, pick and shovel, plus he is holding a rifle. The 

whole charm weighs .494 troy ounces (.2058 troy ounces of gold) and would retail today for 

about $890. 550.00-750.00 
284 Pioneers of Alaska 14kt Gold Pin. This is the Pioneers’ logo with the crossed snowshoes and 

a rising sun and mountains behind. The actual gold content is .049 troy ounces. We are not 

sure if these are available anymore, but we doubt it, especially in 14kt. gold. 130.00 
285 Brass Nesting Scale Weights. Nesting scale weights fit inside each other, providing a very 

compact set of weights as opposed to the traditional weights. Offered here is a partial set 

comprised of 16 0z., 4 0z., 2 0z., 2 oz. and 4 oz. (the 8 oz. and | oz. are missing). Also 

included is a traditional brass | oz. weight. 100.00 
286 Ex-Library: Judge James Wickersham’s personal copy. Commentaries on the Law of 

Municipal Corporations, third edition, Volume II, Boston, 1881. Leather bound showing 

wear, front hinge is starting to split. This book is stamped with a facsimile “James Wickersham” 

signature in three places: on the front cover, inside the front cover, and on the first page inside 

the front cover. Wickersham established his court in Fairbanks, thus spelling the demise of 

Chena. E.T. Barnette, at the urging of Wickersham, named his settlement “Fairbanks” after 

Sen. Charles Fairbanks of Indiana. Included in this lot is a Fairbanks Coin Club bronze 

medal honoring Wickersham. It depicts him sitting at this desk with book shelves in the 

background. Iam sure this is one of the books in the background ;) 100.00+ 
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